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Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender Pride Month is celebrated to commemorate the 
contributions of gays, lesbians, bisexual, and transgender people in the United States and 
around the world. On June 11, 1999, President William J. Clinton issued a presidential 
proclamation  designating June as Gay and Lesbian Pride Month to mark the thirtieth 
anniversary of the Stonewall Uprising in New York City the night of June 27, 1969.  Themes are 
selected each year by various organizations including the Library of Congress.  The theme 
chosen by Hampton Roads Pride for the 2013 Out in the Park event is “25 Years of Pride.”   
 
The last Sunday in June is celebrated as Gay Pride Day. In 1994, a coalition of education-based 
organizations in the United States designated October as LGBT History Month.  The 11th of 
October is recognized internationally as National Coming Out Day, an awareness day that 
originated in 1988 in the United States for coming out and discussions for and about lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, and transgender people. 
 
Following is a selection of books, films, websites and other resources for leisure and 
educational purposes about gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender people. All books and films 
are available at the Norfolk Public Library, and the websites may be viewed online at any of the 
public computer stations located in the library. Databases will require your library card number 
if at home. 
 
 
 

FICTION 
The following list is selected fictional works by award winning authors, recent best sellers, and 

books that provide insight into Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgendered culture and the 
human condition through stories set in America and beyond.  

 
The Absolutist   
(John Boyne)  The Absolutist is a masterful tale of passion, jealousy, heroism, and 
betrayal set in one of the most gruesome trenches of France during World War I. 
This novel will keep readers on the edge of their seats until its most extraordinary 
and unexpected conclusion, and will stay with them long after they’ve turned the 
last page. 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coming_out
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Basketball Jones  
(E. Lynn Harris)  In this novel that continues to be a local favorite, Aldridge James 
Richardson’s comfortable life with his longtime lover, famed NBA star Dray Jones, is 
threatened by the need to hide their relationship to maintain Dray’s public image 
and by Dray’s marriage to Judy, a beautiful and ambitious woman.  
 

Best Place to Die 
(Charles Atkins)  When the nursing home in their picturesque town is burned down by an 
arsonist, retired sleuth Lilian and her partner, Ada, assist detective Mattie Perez in an 
investigation that rapidly proves complex and frightening. 
 
 
The Empty Family: Stories 
            )  The author of the novels The South and The Blackwater Lightship 
presents a new collection of nine  contemporary tales of lives haunted by loss,.  A 
2012 Lambda Literary Award finalist. 
 

GiovanniΩs Room 
(James Baldwin)  Baldwin’s 1956 novel, his second, was daring for its time, depicting a young 
man deep into Paris’s second expatriate movement following World War II as he grapples with 
his sexual identity. He is drawn both to his fiancée and to a male Italian bartender with whom 
he begins an affair. 
 

A Gracious Plenty  
(Sheri Reynolds) Finch is a loner who works in the local cemetery and literally talks 
to the dead. She tries to help them find peace, but when the living discovers that 
one of the dead was secretly possibly gay, they turn against him. This is a lush 
novel from a local author and ODU professor. 
 

Holding Still For As Long As Possible 
(Zoe Whittall)  In this robust, elegantly plotted, and ultimately life-affirming novel, Zoe Whittall 
presents a dazzling portrait of a generation we’ve rarely seen in literature the twenty-five-year 
olds who grew up on anti-anxiety meds, text-messaging each other truncated emotional 
reactions, unsure of what’s public and what’s private.  2011 Lambda Award Winner for 
Transgender Fiction. 
 

In One Person 
(John Irving)  A compelling novel of desire, secrecy, and sexual identity, In One 
Person is a story of unfulfilled love—tormented, funny, and affecting—and an 
impassioned embrace of our sexual differences. Billy, the bisexual narrator and 
main character, tells the tragicomic story (lasting more than half a century) of his 
life as a “sexual suspect,” a phrase first used by John Irving in 1978 in his landmark 
novel of “terminal cases,” The World According to Garp. 
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Jack Holmes and His Friend  
(Edmund White)  Jack Holmes and Will Wright arrive in New York in the calm 
before the storm of the 1960s. Coworkers at a cultural journal, they soon become 
good friends. Jack even introduces Will to the woman he will marry. But their 
friendship is complicated: Jack is also in love with Will. Troubled by his subversive 
longings, Jack sees a psychiatrist and dates a few women, while also pursuing 
short-lived liaisons with other men. 
 

The Last Nude 
(Ellis Avery)  A stunning story of love, sexual obsession, treachery, and tragedy, about an artist 
(Art Deco painter Tamara de Lempicka)  and her most famous muse (a young American named 
Rafaela Fano) in Paris between the world wars. Paris, 1927. 
 

The Lunatic, the Lover, and the Poet  
(Myrlin A. Hermes)  This 2011 Lambda Literary Award winner reimagines the story of Hamlet, 
wherein Lady Adriane tries to seduce the Prince of Denmark in order to test the idea of 
“platonic true-love” thought up by her patron, the philosopher-poet Horatio, until a rival poet 
calling himself “Will Shake-speare” begins to court both Prince Hamlet and his Dark Lady. 
 
Settling the Score  
(Eden Winters)  After his lover outs Joey during a televised interview and 
announces that they’ve broken up, Joey’s 15 minutes of fame bear an eerie 
similarity to the plot of Troy’s latest work. What if Joey could be transformed into 
everything the fickle ex wanted, as Troy is writing for his fictional hero, and 
secretly wishes for himself? Once polished, could a diamond-in-the-rough good ole 
boy confront his ex, then walk away, pride intact?  
 

Sing You Home 
(Jodi Picoult)  A stillborn baby ends Max and Zoe’s marriage. Max leaves Zoe and turns to 
drinking. Zoe falls in love with a female school counselor, Vanessa. Max finds help for his 
drinking problem through his brother’s church. Vanessa and Zoe get married. Vanessa offers to 
carry one of Zoe and Max’s fertilized embryos. Zoe goes to Max to get permission to release the 
embryos to her but Max’s new found religious fervor leads him to sue Zoe for custody.  
 

The StrangerΩs Child 
(Alan Hollinghurst)   Embraced by the family of his Cambridge schoolmate, Cecil 
Valance writes an inspiring poem in an autograph album that becomes a staple of 
every English classroom after he is killed during World War I. This sensual 
humorous novel will gladden the hearts of Anglophile readers  By the Man Booker 
Prize-winning author of The Line of Beauty. 
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Sweet Like Sugar  
(Wayne Hoffman)  In Yiddish, there is a word for it: bashert the person you are fated to meet. 
Twenty something Benji Steiner views the concept with skepticism. But the elderly rabbi who 
stumbles into Benji’s office one day has no such doubts. Jacob Zuckerman’s late wife, Sophie, 
was his bashert. And now that she’s gone, Rabbi Zuckerman grapples with overwhelming grief 
and loneliness. 
 

Trick of the Dark  
(Val McDermid) Barred from practice, disgraced psychiatrist Charlie Flint receives 
a mysterious summons to Oxford from an old professor who wants her to look 
into the death of her daughter’s husband. But as Charlie delves deeper into the 
case and steps back into the arcane world of Oxford colleges, she realizes that 
there is much more to this crime than meets the eye. 
 

Virginia Lovers  
(Michael Parker) When a gay teenager is murdered in small-town Trent, North Carolina, the 
local newspaper editor finds himself further involved in the crime when both his teenaged sons 
run away from home. 
 
 

 
 

NONFICTION 
The following list is selected nonfiction by award winning authors, recent best sellers, and 

books that provide insight into Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgendered history, social issues, 
and culture in America and throughout the world. 

 
Beyond (Straight and Gay) Marriage: Valuing all Families Under the Law 
(Nancy D. Polikoff) The root problem, asserts law professor and LBGT rights activist Nancy 
Polikoff is that marriage is a bright dividing line between those relationships between those 
relationships that legally matter, and those that don’t. 
 

Coming Around: Parenting Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender Kids   
(Anne Dohrenwend)  Coming out is a vulnerable time. Its announcement requires 
the  
re-exploration of a parent’s personal feelings on homosexuality. Respecting your 
child’s decisions isn’t always easy, particularly if you fear his or her decisions will 
cost friends, ambitions, acceptance and respect. Dohrenwend provides practical 
guidance for parents of gay, bisexual and transgender children, as well as an 
indispensable reference for therapists, clergy, and educators. 
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Does Jesus Really Love me?: A Gay ChristianΩs Pilgrimage in Search of God in America 
(Jeff Chu)  In this timely work--part memoir, part investigative analysis--a prize-winning writer 
explores the explosive and confusing intersection of faith, politics, and sexuality in Christian 
America. 
 

Does This Baby Make Me Look Straight?: Confessions of a Gay Dad 
(Dan Bucatinsky)  Bucatinsky moves deftly from sidesplitting stories about where 
kids put their fingers to the realization that his athletic son might just grow up to be 
straight and finally to a reflection on losing his own father just as he’s becoming one. 
Bucatinsky’s soul-baring and honest stories tap into that all-encompassing, and very 
human, hunger to be a parent—and the life-changing and often ridiculous road to 
getting there. 
 

The Essential Guide to Gay and Lesbian Weddings, 3rd ed.   
(Tess Ayers and Paul Brown)  Wedding planning is never easy-- but for gay and lesbian couples, 
it presents unique challenges. This trusty guide, newly updated, explains how to get the 
planning out of the way so you can enjoy your special day! 
 

God Believes in Love: Straight Talk About Gay Marriage 
(Gene Robinson)  An openly gay Episcopal bishop presents an argument for same-sex 
marriage from a religious perspective, addressing the controversial issues 
surrounding the debate while sharing the stories of his own marriages and how his 
views have been shaped by church history. 
 
 

God vs. Gay?: The Religious Case for Equality 
(Jay Michaelson)  Michaelson argues that not only does the Bible not prohibit 
same-sex intimacy, but the vast majority of its teachings support the full equality 
and dignity of gay and lesbian people.  A 2012 Lambda Literary Award finalist. 
 
 
Homosexuals in History: A Study of Ambivalence in Society, Literature, and the Arts 
(A. L. Rowse)  Michelangelo, Leonardo da Vinci, Tchaikovsky, Oscar Wilde, Ernst Rohm, Noël 
Coward---these men shared a sexual orientation that defied their eras’ ideas of biology, and 
often ran counter to mainstream society.  Rowse examines the lives of these homosexual men 
of genius and their times. 
 

How I Learned to Snap: A Southern Coming-out and Coming-of-age Story  
(Kirk Read) The former Norfolk resident tells his own coming out journey and how he left the 
tight-knit community of Lexington in the Shenandoah Valley and passed through the rough 
terrain of the Bible Belt to undertake a career as a young, queer journalist. 
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In a Queer Voice: Journeys of Resilience from Adolescence to Adulthood   
(Michael Sadowski)  Michael Sadowski deftly brings the voices of LGBTQ youth out 
in to the open in his poignant and important book, In a Queer Voice . Drawing on 
two waves of interviews, conducted six years apart, Sadowski chronicles how queer 
teens who were “silenced” in school now approach adulthood with a strong, queer 
voice. 
 

Interrupting Hate: Homophobia in Schools and What Literacy Can Do About It  
(Mollie V. Blackburn)  This timely and important book focuses on the problems of 
heterosexism and homophobia in schools and explores how these forms of 
oppression impact LGBTQQ youth, as well as all young people. The author shows 
how concerned teachers can engage students in literacy practices both in and out of 
school to develop positive learning environments. 
 

LGBT Youth in AmericaΩs Schools   
(Jason Cianciotto and Sean Cahill)  Jason Cianciotto and Sean Cahill, experts on 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender public policy advocacy, combine an accessible 
review of social science research with analyses of school practices and local, state, 
and federal laws that affect LGBT students. In addition, portraits of LGBT youth and 
their experiences with discrimination at school bring human faces to the issues the 
authors discuss and solutions to the problems. 
 

Open Wide the Freedom Gates: A Memoir  
(Dorothy Height)  Born in Richmond, Va. in 1912 and raised in the steel and mining country 
outside Pittsburgh, Height imbibed determination early along with the uplifting, public-service 
spirit of the colored women’s club movement, she explains here in telling her 90-plus-year story 
of personal, political, gender, and racial struggle to keep the faith and fight for right.  She was 
key figure in the struggles for school desegregation, voting rights, employment opportunities 
and public accommodations in the 1950s and 1960s and served as serve as chair and president 
emerita of the National Council of Negro Women until her recent death.   
 

Out Plays: Landmark Gay and Lesbian Plays of the Twentieth Century 
(Ben Hodges, ed.)  These dramatic selections share themes of oppression countered by love, 
fear, anger, and humor--not only gay or lesbian, but universally human. 
 

A Queer History of the United States 
(Michael Bronski) Winner of a 2012 Stonewall Book Award in nonfiction, this is the 
first book to cover the entirety of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender history, 
from pre-1492 to the present – yes, even from Plymouth to the modern era.   
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Straight: The Surprisingly Short History of Heterosexuality  
(Hanne Blank)  Like the typewriter and the light bulb, the heterosexual was invented 
in the 1860s and swiftly transformed Western culture.  With an eclectic scope and 
fascinating detail, Straight tells the eye-opening story of a complex and often 
contradictory man-made creation that turns out to be anything but straight or 
narrow. 
 

To Believe in Women: What Lesbians Have Done for America ς A History 

(Lillian Faderman) From the author of the acclaimed Odd Girls and Twilight Lovers,  
a landmark work of lesbian history that both “sets the record straight (or unstraight)” for all 
Americans and “provides a usable past” for lesbians. 
 

Transparent: Love, Family, and Living the T with Transgender Teenagers  
(Cris Beam) A Los Angeles transgender school volunteer traces her work with four 
students whose otherwise typical teen experiences were uniquely shaped by their 
circumstances, in an account that describes their efforts to resolve identity 
challenges. 
 
 
 
 

YA FICTION and NONFICITON 
The following is a list of selected fiction and nonfiction for teens about families that include 

Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgendered teens and other family members, by award-winning 
authors, recent best selling and acclaimed books. 

 
Aristotle and Dante Discover the Secrets of the Universe   
(Benjamin Alire Sáenz)  Fifteen-year-old Ari Mendoza is an angry loner with a 
brother in prison, but when he meets Dante and they become friends, Ari starts to 
ask questions about himself, his parents, and his family that he has never asked 
before. 
 

Ask the Passengers: A Novel  
(A. S. King)  What does it mean that Astrid Jones is falling in love with a girl.  As her secret 
relationship becomes more intense and her friends demand answers, she has nowhere left to 
turn except to the people flying over her house at thirty thousand feet, and they don’t even 
know she’s there. But little does Astrid know just how much even the tiniest connection will 
affect these strangers’ lives--and her own--for the better. 
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Boyfriends with Girlfriends  
(Alex Sanchez)  Sergio is bisexual, but his only real relationship was with a girl. 
Lance has always known he was gay, but he’s never had a real boyfriend. When 
the two of them meet, they have an instant connection—but will it be enough to 
overcome their differences? Allie’s been in a relationship with a guy for the last 
two years—but when she meets Kimiko, she can’t get her out of her mind. Allie 
has a lot to figure out. 
 

Coming Out: Telling Family and Friends  
(Jaime A. Seba)  Discusses the issues faced by gays when coming out to friends 
and family and draws on the personal experiences of others to offer advice and 
support for everyone involved in the process. 
 
Far from Xanadu 
(Julie Ann Peters) In a small Kansas town, sixteen-year-old Mary-Elizabeth “Mike” 
Szabo tries to come to terms with her father’s suicide and her own 
homosexuality. 
 

For Colored Boys Who Have Considered Suicide When the Rainbow is Still Not 
Enough: Coming of Age, Coming Out, and Coming Home 
(Keith Boykin)  In 1974, playwright Ntazake Shange published a choreopoem called 
For Colored Girls Who Have Considered Suicide When the Rainbow Is Enuf. The 
story would go on to inspire legions of women for decades and would later 
become the subject and title of a hugely popular feature-length movie. While the 
film was selling out movie theaters, young African-American and Latin gay men 
were literally committing suicide in the silence of their own communities. 
 

Gone, Gone, Gone 
(Hannah Moskowitz)  Struggling with the aftermath of the September 11 attacks 
and sniper shootings throughout the Washington, D.C. area, Craig and Lio 
consider a romantic relationship that is complicated by Craig’s ex-boyfriend, Lio’s 
broken family, and the death of Lio’s brother. 
 

Gemini Bites 
(Patrick Ryan)  When their parents announce they are taking in a fellow student 
for a month, 16-year-old twins Kyle and Judy sit up and take notice. Kyle has just 
come out of the closet to his family and fears he’ll never know what it is like to 
date a guy. Judy is pretending to be born-again to attract a boy who heads a Bible 
study group. And Garret Johnson is new in town-- a mysterious loner who claims 
to be a vampire. Both twins are intrigued. 
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How Beautiful the Ordinary: Twelve Stories of Identity  
( Michael Cart, ed.) In nontraditional narratives, short stories, and brief graphics, tales of 
anticipation and regret, eagerness and confusion present distinctively modern views of love, 
sexuality, and gender identification. 
 

Homosexuality  
(Tamara L. Roleff, ed.)  Presents articles that offer opposing views about topics 
relating to homosexuality, including the nature vs. nurture debate and same-sex 
marriage. 
 

It Gets Better: Coming Out, Overcoming Bullying, and Creating a Life Worth Living  
(Dan Savage and Terry Miller, eds.) A collection of essays and testimonials written to teens from 
celebrities, political leaders, and everyday people, stresses to gay and lesbian youth that they 
can lead fulfilling lives free of bullying, and that their adult years will get better.    
 

OMG Queer: Short Stories by Queer Youth  
(Radclyffe and Katherine E. Lynch, eds.)  This anthology of short stories gives voice 
to the rising generation as they define what it means to grow up queer in the 
twenty-first century. 
 
A Secret Edge 
(Robin Reardon) Sixteen-year-old Jason Peele, hiding the fact that he is gay from his friends and 
family, finds himself attracted to the new guy on the track team, which forever changes his life-
-and makes his senior year one to remember. 
 

Two Parties, One Tux, and a Very Short Film About the Grapes of Wrath 
(Steven Goldman) Mitch, a shy and awkward high school junior, negotiates the difficult social 
situations he encounters, both with girls and with his best friend David, after David reveals to 
him that he is gay. 
  

Queer: The Ultimate LGBT Guide for Teens  
(Kathy Belge and Marke Bieschke)  A guide that helps LGBT teens come out to 
friends and family, navigate their new LGBT social life, figure out if a crush is also 
queer, and rise up against bigotry and homophobia. 
 

 Rainbow Road 
(Alex Sanchez)  When Jason, who lost his basketball scholarship when he came 
out, is asked to speak at the opening of a new GLBT high school in Los Angeles, his 
boyfriend Kyle wants to come along so they can spend the summer together. 
Nelson, who has a car, joins them for the road trip. On this wild ride they 
encounter variations on the gay experience including gay-bashers, a boy who lives 
like a girl and a couple in a long-term relationship. Rainbow Road traces the 
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journey of three young men in search of themselves.  Completes the series that includes 
Rainbow Boys and Rainbow High.   
 

Sparks: The Epic, Completely True Blue, (Almost) Holy Quest of Debbie  
(S.J. Adams)  A sixteen-year-old lesbian tries to get over a crush on her religious 
best friend by embarking on a “holy quest” with a couple of misfits who have 
invented a wacky, made-up faith called the Church of Blue. 2012 Stonewall Honor 
Book. 
 

 
 

 

JUVENILE FICTION and NON-FICTION 
The following is a list of selected fiction and nonfiction for young people about families that 

include Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgendered family members by award-winning authors, 
recent best selling and acclaimed books. 

 
And Tango Makes Three  
(Justin Richardson and Peter Parnell; ill. by Henry Cole)  At New York City’s 
Central Park Zoo, two male penguins fall in love and start a family by taking 
turns sitting on an abandoned egg until it hatches. 
  

 

AntonioΩs Card 
(Rigoberto Gonzalez) With Mother’s Day coming, Antonio finds he has to decide 
about what is important to him when his classmates make fun of the unusual 
appearance of his mother’s partner, Leslie. 
 
 
DaddyΩs Roommate 
(Michael Willhoite) A young boy discusses his divorced father’s new living situation, in which 
the father and his gay roommate share eating, doing chores, playing, loving, and living. 
 

Heather Has Two Mommies 
(Leslea Newman) When Heather goes to playgroup, at first she feels bad because she has two 
mothers and no father, but then she learns that there are lots of different kinds of families and 
the most important thing is that all the people love each other. 
 

In Our MothersΩ House  
(Patricia Palacco) Three young children experience the joys and challenges of 
being raised by two mothers.  
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King and King 
(Linda de Haan) When the queen insists that the prince get married and take over as king, the 
search for a suitable mate does not turn out as expected. 
 

MollyΩs Family 
(Nancy Garden) While preparing decorations for Open School Night, Molly and several of her 
classmates draw pictures of their families and discover that family means something different 
to each of them. 
 

Mommy, Mama, and Me  
(Lesléa Newman; ill. by Carol Thompson)  Rhythmic text and illustrations 
with universal appeal show a toddler spending the day with its mommies. 
From hide-and-seek to dress-up, then bath time and a kiss goodnight, 
there’s no limit to what a loving family can do together. 
 

My Princess Boy: A MomΩs Story About a Young Boy Who Loves to Dress Up  
(Cheryl Kilodavis; ill. by Suzanne DeSimone)  Four-year-old Dyson loves pink, sparkly things. 
Sometimes he wears dresses. Sometimes he wears jeans. He likes to wear his princess tiara, 
even when climbing trees.  A nonfiction picture book about acceptance that gives children and 
adults a tool to talk about unconditional friendship 
 

No Girls Allowed: Tales of Daring Women Dressed as Men for Love, Freedom 
and Adventure  
(Susan Hughes) A female pharaoh? A woman general in the Kahn’s army? A 
female Viking raider? No way, you say? Look again. Appearances can be 
deceiving. 
 

See You at HarryΩs  
(Jo Knowles)  Twelve-year-old Fern feels invisible in her family, where grumpy 
eighteen-year-old Sarah is working at the family restaurant, fourteen-year-old 
Holden is struggling with school bullies and his emerging homosexuality, and 
adorable, three-year-old Charlie is always the center of attention, and when 
tragedy strikes, the fragile bond holding the family together is stretched almost 
to the breaking point. 
 

Uncle BobbyΩs Wedding 
(Sarah S. Brannen)  Chloe is jealous and sad when her favorite Uncle announces that he will be 
getting married, but as she gets to know Jamie better and becomes involved in planning the 
wedding, she discovers that she will always be special to Uncle Bobby—and to Uncle Jamie, too.  
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DVD: FEATURE FILMS 
The following selected films provide insight into Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgendered 

history, social issues, and culture in America and throughout the world with drama and humor. 
 
 
Brother to Brother (2005) (Not rated)   
In this critically acclaimed drama a young black gay artist finds inspiration when 
he learns about the personal lives of some members of the Harlem 
Renaissance. 
 
 

Farewell, My Queen [Les adieux a la reine]  (2013) (Rated R)  
Sidonie, who serves as reader to Marie Antoinette and displays a singular romantic devotion to 
the queen, witnesses the final days of the French Revolution from inside the walls of the Palace 
of Versailles. The film is seen from Sidonie's point of view, and the story takes place over the 
course of four days.  Based on the novel with the name title by Chantal Thomas.   
 
Glee (2009- ) (Not rated) 
A talented group of high school misfits transforms into a performing 
sensation with the help of a dedicated teacher. Through laughter, tears, 
irreverent humor, and unforgettable music, they learn to follow their hearts 
and chase their dreams.  This TV production was the recipient of the GLAAD 
Media Award for Outstanding Comedy Series. 
 
Keep the Lights On (2013) (Rated R)  
Chronicles an emotional and sexually charged journey of love and addiction. In 
1997 New York, filmmaker Erik and closeted lawyer Paul meet through a casual 
encounter and soon find themselves embroiled in a decade-long relationship. 
 

Latter Days (2004) (Rated R) 
The handsome Aaron, a Mormon missionary, travels door-to-door in Los Angeles spreading the 
word of his religion. Christian, a cute West Hollywood party boy, goes from man-to-man 
without much commitment. Opposites soon attract when Aaron and Christian meet, and sparks 
begin to fly. 
 

Pariah (2012)  (Rated R)   
Alike is a 17-year-old African-American woman who lives with her parents and 
younger sister in Brooklyn’s Fort Greene neighborhood. She has a flair for 
poetry, and is a good student at her local high school. Alike is quietly but 
firmly embracing her identity as a lesbian. Wondering how much she can 
confide in her family, Alike strives to get through adolescence with grace, 
humor, and tenacity--sometimes succeeding, sometimes not, but always 
moving forward. 
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Portrait of a Marriage (2006)  (Not rated)   
The true story of Vita Sackville-West’s tortured, public affair with novelist Violet Keppel. Though 
Vita and her husband, diplomat Harold Nicolson, knowingly cheated on each other throughout 
their 50-year marriage, it was her liaison with her childhood friend Violet that threatened the 
marriage. Frank and daring in its depiction of lesbian love, this release includes scenes cut from 
the original broadcast. 
 
Prayers for Bobby (2010)   
Sigourney Weaver stars in this emotional true story about a 1970s religious 
suburban housewife and mother who struggles to accept her young son Bobby 
being gay. What happens to Bobby is tragic and causes Mary to question her 
faith; ultimately this mom changes her views in ways she never could have 
imagined her views in ways that she never could have imagined. 
 

What Happens Next (2012)  (Rated R)   
After rich businessman Paul Greco retires early, his imperious sister Elise tries 
to get him to settle down with the woman of her choosing. But Paul seems 
more interested in developing his friendship with Andy, a charming young man 
he meets at a dog park. 
 

The Wise Kids (Not rated)   
This vivid, dynamic Southern coming of age drama, takes place in the 
transitional space between high school and college, when life seems to be all 
questions and no answers. Set in and around a Charleston, SC Baptist church, 
weaving through this ensemble piece are three main characters Brea, an 
introspective pastor’s daughter experiencing debilitating doubt, the hyperactive 
Laura, Brea’s best friend and a devout believer, and Tim, the openhearted son of 
a single father, confronting his homosexuality for the first time. 
 
 
 
 

DVD: DOCUMENTARY 
The following selected films provide insight into Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgendered 
history, social issues, and culture in America through documentary video. 

 
Out of the Past (1997) 
The struggles and triumphs of civil rights activists and their stories are profiled 
in this powerful film. A 1998 Sundance Film Festival Winner. 
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The Brandon Teena Story  
Documentary about Brandon Teena (aka Teena Brandon), a transgendered person, who was 
murdered along with two others in 1993 in rural Nebraska. The story is told through interviews 
with people who knew Brandon, recorded interrogation and trial transcripts, and photographs 
and file film footage. 
 

Brother Outsider: The Life of Bayard Rustin  
Examines the life of Bayard Rustin, one of the first “freedom riders,” an adviser to Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. and A. Philip Randolph, and an organizer of the 1963 March on Washington. 
However, Rustin was forced to play a background role in landmark civil rights events because of 
his homosexuality. 
 

Outrage 
Reveals politicians who lobby for anti-gay legislation while leading secret lives, the 
double standards the media sets for these politicians, and the harm inflicted. 
Includes analysis from Congressman Barney Frank, former New Jersey Governor 
Jim McGreevey, activist Larry Kramer, and others. 
 
Pedro: The True Story of Pedro Zamora 
Celebrate the extraordinary life of Pedro Zamora, a young man who, when he found out he was 
HIV positive at 17, made the courageous decision to dedicate the rest of his life to speaking out 
about his condition in an attempt to raise awareness about the disease in his community 
including by appearing on MTV’s “The Real World: San Francisco.” 
 

Valentino: the Last Emperor  
A look at the life of legendary fashion designer Valentino. 
 
 
 
 

WEBSITES 
The following websites will provide information on Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgendered 

history, social issues, and culture in Norfolk, America and throughout the world, providing 
insight from recent issues to ancient history. 

 
The Advocate: www.advocate.com 
A website and print magazine for Gay and Lesbian advocacy. 
 

HIVPlus Magazine: www.HIVPlusMag.com 
A magazine website offering stories on AIDS research, economics, and treatment. 
 
 

http://www.advocate.com/
http://www.hivplusmag.com/
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Gay and Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation: www.GLAAD.org 
Anti-defamation organization that encourages positive portrayals of people in the GLBT 
community.   
  
Gay and Lesbian News: www.topix.net/news/gay 
Aggregate of news from international online sources. 
 

GLSEN (The Gay, Lesbian and Straight Education Network): www.glsen.org 
A benefactor of the It Gets Better Project, GLSEN is a national education organization working 
to ensure safe schools for all students, regardless of sexual orientation and gender identity.   
 

Hampton Roads Pride: http://hamptonroadspride.shuttlepod.org  
Provides links to Hampton Roads area community centers, support and services organizations, 
social groups, political advocacy groups, religious and spiritual communities, recreation, college 
and university groups, and the local Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG) 
organization.  Hampton Roads Pride also sponsors local events including Out in the Park, August 
10, 2013  at Norfolk’s Town Point Park. 
 

International Lesbian and Gay Association: http://www.ilga.org 
International organization of national groups that work for human and civil rights of GLBT 
people. 
 

It Gets Better Project: http://www.itgetsbetter.org  
Developed from a YouTube video, The It Gets Better Project was created to show young LGBT 
people the levels of happiness, potential, and positivity their lives will reach – if they can just 
get through their teen years.  A companion book has been published. 
 

The LGBT Center of Hampton Roads http://accessaids.org/  
Opened in 2011, the LGBT Center  provides a safe space, services, resources, education and 
support to the LGBT community in Hampton Roads.  It is connected to Access AIDS Care in 
Norfolk. 
 
Library of Congress http://www.loc.gov/lgbt/ 
The Library’s numerous collections contain many books, posters, sound recordings, manuscripts 
and other material produced by, about and for the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender 
(LGBT) community.  The website includes stories, profiles, and online resources. 
 

National Gay and Lesbian Task Force: thetaskforce.org/ 
Works to build the grassroots political power of the LGBT community to win complete equality. 
 

Out and Equal: www.outandequal.org 
A non-profit organization dedicated to achieving workplace equality for lesbian, gay, bisexual 
and transgender employees and professionals. 
 

http://www.glaad.org/
http://www.topix.net/news/gay
http://www.glsen.org/
http://hamptonroadspride.shuttlepod.org/
http://www.ilga.org/
http://www.itgetsbetter.org/
http://accessaids.org/
http://www.loc.gov/lgbt/
http://thetaskforce.org/
http://www.outandequal.org/
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PFLAG (Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbians and Gays): http://community.pflag.org 
Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG) is a national non-profit organization.  
PFLAG promotes the health and well-being of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender persons, 
their families and friends through: support, to cope with an adverse society; education, to 
enlighten an ill-informed public; and advocacy, to end discrimination and to secure equal civil 
rights. 
 

Stonewall National Museum: http://stonewallnationalmuseum.org  
Library dedicated to gay and lesbian history and archives with an emphasis on the southeastern 
United States.   
 

Lambda Literary: www.lambdaliterary.org  
A leader in LGBT book reviews, author interviews, opinion and news since 1989 
 
 
 

DATABASES 
Use your Norfolk Public Library card number for access to these resources found on our 

database page http://www.npl.lib.va.us/research/databases 
 
Biography Resource Center  
Includes full-text articles from hundreds of periodicals. Search for people based on one or more 
personal facts such as birth and death year, nationality, ethnicity, occupation or gender, or 
combine criteria to create a highly-targeted custom search.  
 

General Onefile  
A one-stop source for news and periodical articles on a wide range of topics: business, 
computers, current events, economics, education, environmental issues, health care, hobbies, 
humanities, law, literature and art, politics, science, social science, sports, technology, and 
many general interest topics. Millions of full-text articles, many with images. Updated daily.  
 

Health & Wellness Resource Center  
Includes magazines, journals, newspapers, definitions, directories, and information on: Fitness, 
Pregnancy, Medicine, Nutrition, Diseases, Public Health, Occupational Health and Safety, 
Alcohol and Drug abuse, Prescription Drugs, Herbal remedies, and alternative or 
complementary treatments.  
Material is intended for informational purposes only.  
 

Norfolk Public Library  
(757) 664-READ; www.npl.lib.va.us  
 

http://community.pflag.org/
http://stonewallnationalmuseum.org/
http://www.lambdaliterary.org/
http://www.npl.lib.va.us/research/databases
http://www.npl.lib.va.us/

